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Parshat Toldot
Esther Wein
29  Cheshvan 5782
4 November 2021
May our learning today and always connect us to Ma'amad Har Sinai

Too much Chessed or too much Gevurah?
Dedications:

- Ruchie Ackerman li’luy nishmat Sara bat Arkeidi
- Jackie Nussbaum l’iluy nishmat her mother Matil bas Rav Avraham

Moshe on the occasion of her second yahrtzeit
- Bracha Efron with deep gratitude to HKBH for successful treatments for

her sister Kadima Nechama bat Chava and for a continued refuah
shlaima for her and all cholai Yisrael.

Thank you to all the anonymous donors as well.

We are gearing up for our Chochma V’Chessed Chanuka Campaign. Chanuka is a
very hard time for single parents, but with our campaign, the single mothers in
this group can breathe a little easier and their children will shine a little brighter.
It will be our first anniversary soon and we have raised over $30,000 for each
other. TOGETHER
Let’s see if we can double it by next year!
Please email taniahammer@gmail.com if you would like to donate and dedicate
a shiur.

Which is the MOST incompatible perspective with Judaism?

1. 25:22-23

צְצ֤וּ ֹֽ הּהַבָּניִם֙ויַּתְִר אמֶרבְּקִרְבָּ֔ ֹ֣ ן-ותַּ מָּהאִם־כֵּ֔ הלָ֥ כִי-זֶּ֖ ֹ֑ לֶךְאָנ שׁותֵַּ֖ ֹ֥ אֶת־ה׃לִדְר

But the children struggled in her womb, and she said, “If so, why do I exist?” She
went to inquire of the LORD,

אמֶר ֹ֨ הּהויַּ ילָ֗ ךְ]גוֹיםִ֙[)גיים(-שְׁנֵ֤ בְּבִטְנֵ֔

י יםוּשְׁנֵ֣ יךְִלְאֻמִּ֔ דוּמִמֵּעַ֖ יפִָּרֵ֑

םוּלְאםֹ֙ ֹ֣ ץמִלְא יֶאֱֽמָ֔

ב דורְַ֖ ֹ֥ יר׃יעֲַב צָעִֽ
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and the LO-D answered her,

“Two nations are in your womb,

Two separate peoples shall issue from your body;

One people shall be mightier than the other,

And the older shall serve the younger.”

2. Guide for the Perplexed, Part 2 41:2

The phrase, "And the Lord said to a certain person," is employed even when this
person was not really addressed by the Lord, and did not receive any prophecy, but
was informed of a certain thing through a prophet. E.g., "And she went to inquire of
the Lord" (Gen. 25:22); that is, according to the explanation of our Sages, she went to
the college of Eiver who gave her the answer; and this is expressed by the words,
"And the Lord said unto her" (ibid. ver. 23). These words have also been explained
thus, God spoke to her through an angel; and by "angel" Eiver is meant here, for a
prophet is sometimes called "angel," as will be explained; or the angel that appeared
to Eiver in this vision is referred to, or the object of the Midrash explanation is merely
to express that wherever God is introduced as directly speaking to a person, i.e., to
any of the ordinary prophets, He speaks through an angel, as has been set forth by
us

3. Kli Yakar on Bereisheet 25:22:1

"The children agitated within her..." This agitation happened when she would pass by
the entrance of the Beit ha-Midrash of Shem and Eiver. Yaakov struggled to come
out, and Esav grasped his hand. And when she would pass by the entrance of the
house of idols, Esav struggled to come out, and Yaakov grasped his hand. But she did
not reason out the matter this way, but rather that she had only one fetus in her
belly, that wanted to come out whether for a beit midrash or for a house of idols. If
true, chas v'shalom, perhaps there are two authorities in existence! Therefore she
said, "why am I thus?", if I am just like all the other women who worship idols? What
advantage do I have over them if, chas v'shalom, there are two authorities in
existence? Therefore, "she went to inquire of ha-Shem", meaning, to inquire after
the existence of God and God's essence.

4. Rashi:
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עַ"כָּ הַמִּקְרָא הַזֶּה אוֹמֵר דָּרְשֵׁניִ, שֶׁסָּתַם מַה הִיא רְצִיצָה זוֹ וכְָתַב אִם כֵּן לָמָּה זֶּה אָנכִֹי? רַבּוֹתֵינוּ דְּרָשׁוּהוּויתרוצצו.
לָצֵאת, עוֹבֶרֶת עַל פֶּתַח עֲבוֹדַת אֱלִילִים,יעֲַקבֹ רָץ וּמְפַרְכֵּסלְשׁוֹן רִיצָה; כְּשֶׁהָיתְָה עוֹבֶרֶת עַל פִּתְחֵי תּוֹרָה שֶׁל שֵׁם ועֵָבֶר

זֶה עִם זֶה. דָּבָר אַחֵר מִתְרוֹצְצִיםעֵשָׂו מְפַרְכֵּס לָצֵאת
וּמְרִיבִים בְּנחֲַלַת שְׁניֵ עוֹלָמוֹת.

Notice the difference between וּמְפַרְכֵּסרָץיעֲַקבֹ and , מְפַרְכֵּסעֵשָׂו

What is meant by “RATZ”?
Eretz-
Ratz=Moving towards a destination- purpose
Miphareches= modern hebrew- seizure
Aggressive expenditure of energy , but not progressing anywhere

5. םוּלְאםֹ֙ ֹ֣ ץמִלְא יֶאֱֽמָ֔ --What is the most incompatible approach?

Har- Sadeh- Bayit

Pesachim 88a:
Rebbe Elazar asked: What does the verse mean when it says ‘ Many nations will say
‘let us go up the mountain of Hashem to the house of the God of Yakov,-- is he the
God of Yakov and not the God of Avraham and Yitzchak?’ (Yeshaya2:3)
The Gemara answers that at the time of the final redemption the Beit Hamikdash
will not be the same as it was in the days of Avraham avinu, when it was called
merely Har - mountain (Bereisheet 22:14), nor will it be the same as with Yitzchal
Avinu when it was called sadeh - field (ibid 24:63). Rather it will be as it was in the
days of yakov Avinu who called it bayit - house - ‘And he called the name of the place

Avraham:  Chessed-  Overflow- Yichud- Har
Sara: Gevurah-
Yishmael:  Too much Chessed/ overflow=Narcissism-  Under emphasizing the
“Mechitza”- too much “Har”

Devarim 20:17

ישׁ חואְִ֣ יואֶת־אֲחתֹ֡וֹאֲשֶׁר־יקִַּ֣ מּ֠וֹא֣וֹבַּת־אָבִ֣ הבַת־אִ֠ הּורְָאָ֨ האֶת־עֶרְותָָ֜ סֶדאֶת־עֶרְותָוֹ֙והְִֽיא־תִרְאֶ֤ כְרְת֔וּה֔וּאחֶ֣ יונְִ֨ ילְעֵינֵ֖ בְּנֵ֣
ם תעַמָּ֑ האֲחתֹ֛וֹעֶרְוַ֧ א׃עֲונְ֥וֹגִּלָּ֖ ישִָּֽׂ

If a man marries his sister, the daughter of either his father or his mother, so that he
sees her nakedness and she sees his nakedness, it is CHESSED  they shall be “cut off.”
in the sight of their kinsfolk. He has uncovered the nakedness of his sister, he shall
bear his guilt.
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Bereisheet 16:12

רֶאיהְִיהֶ֙והְ֤וּא םפֶּ֣ לידָ֣וֹאָדָ֔ ֹ֔ דבַכּ לויְַ֥ ֹ֖ יוועְַל־פְּנֵ֥יבּ֑וֹכּ ֹֽן׃כּל־אֶחָ֖ ישְִׁכּ

He shall be a wild man;

His hand IN everyone (in everyone's space)

And everyone’s hand  will be IN/ against him; (people will resent him)

Narcissism- Self love- self indulgence is a self-centered personality style
characterized as having an excessive interest in one's physical appearance and an
excessive preoccupation with one's own needs, often at the expense of others

ידִ עַ צַ֖ ישׁ ידֵֹ֥ ו אִ֛ י עֵשָׂ֗ ים ויַהְִ֣ הוַיּֽגְִדְּלוּ֙ הַנּעְָרִ֔ ישׁ שָׂדֶ֑ םאִ֣ ישׁ תָּ֔ בויְעֲַקבֹ֙ אִ֣ אהָֹלִיֽם׃ישֵֹׁ֖
When the boys grew up, Esau became a skillful hunter, a man of the outdoors; but
Jacob was a mild man who stayed in camp.

Yitzchak: Gevurah-  detachment, restraint, -Sadeh -
Rivka: Chessed-
Eisav:  Too much Gevura/ detachment =Nihilism- Over emphasizing the “Mechitza”
-Too much “Sadeh”

Nihilism (from Latin nihil 'nothing') is a philosophy that rejects general or
fundamental aspects of human existence, such as objective truth, knowledge,
morality, values or meaning. Different nihilist positions hold variously that human
values are baseless, that life is meaningless, that knowledge is impossible, or that
some set of entities do not exist or are meaningless or pointless

25:32-34

ה׃ י בְּכרָֹֽ ךְ לָמ֑וּת ולְָמָּה־זֶּ֥ה לִ֖ י הוֹלֵ֖ ו הִנֵּ֛ה אָנכִֹ֥ אמֶר עֵשָׂ֔ ֹ֣ ויַּ

And Esau said, “I am at the point of death, so of what use is my birthright to me?

ב׃ ֹֽ ר אֶת־בְּכרָֹת֖וֹ לְיעֲַק ֹ֥ ע ל֑וֹ ויַּמְִכּ בְעָה לִּי֙ כַּיּ֔וֹם ויַּשִָּׁבַ֖ ב הִשָּׁ֤ ֹ֗ אמֶר יעֲַק ֹ֣ ויַּ

But Jacob said, “Swear to me first.” So he swore to him, and sold his birthright to
Jacob

ה׃ ו אֶת־הַבְּכרָֹֽ בֶז עֵשָׂ֖ ךְ ויִַּ֥ קם ויַּלֵַ֑ שְׁתְּ ויַָּ֖ אכַל ויֵַּ֔ ֹ֣ ים ויַּ יד עֲדָשִׁ֔ חֶם וּנזְִ֣ ו לֶ֚ ן לְעֵשָׂ֗ ב נתַָ֣ ֹ֞ ויְעֲַק

Jacob then gave Esau bread and lentil stew; he ate and drank, and he rose and went
away. Thus did Esau spurn the birthright.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philosophy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Knowledge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Objective_truth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Value_(ethics)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meaning_of_life
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Values
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Morality
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Value_(ethics)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Value_(ethics)
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Bava Batra 16b:14

בָּא עַל נעֲַרָה מְאוֹרָסָה כְּתִיב הָכָא ויַּבָאֹ עֵשָׂו מִן הַשָּׂדֶה וּכְתִיב הָתָם כִּי בַשָּׂדֶה מְצָאָהּ הָרַג אֶת הַנּפֶֶשׁ כְּתִיב הָכָא עָיףֵ
וּכְתִיב הָתָם אוֹי נאָ לִי כִּי עָיפְָה נפְַשִׁי לְהרְֹגִים וכְָפַר בָּעִיקָּר כְּתִיב הָכָא לָמָּה זֶה לִי וּכְתִיב הָתָם זֶה אֵלִי ואְַנוְהֵוּ וכְָפַר

בִּתְחִיּיַת הַמֵּתִים דִּכְתִיב הִנּהֵ אָנכִֹי הוֹלֵךְ לָמוּת ושְָׁט אֶת הַבְּכוֹרָה דִּכְתִיב ויַּבִֶז עֵשָׂו אֶת הַבְּכוֹרָה

This Rasha, did five Aveirot on this day, He engaged in sexual intercourse with a
betrothed maiden, as it is written here: “And Esau came in from the field and it is
written there with regard to rape of a betrothed maiden: “For he found her in a field”
Deuteronomy 22:27. He killed a person, as it is written here: “And he was faint”; and it
is written there: “Woe is me, for my soul faints before the slayers” Jeremiah 4:31. And
he denied the principle of God’s existence, as it is written here: “What profit is this to
me” (Genesis 25:32); and it is written there: “This is my God and I will glorify Him”
(Exodus 15:2). When he questioned the profit of “this,” he was challenging the
assertion that “this is my God.

”And he denied resurrection of the dead, as it is written: “Behold, I am at the point of
death” (Genesis 25:32), indicating that he did not believe in resurrection after death

And he despised the birthright, as it is written: “And Esau despised the birthright”
Genesis 25:34

Yakov: Tamim-  ohalim - Bayit
“Ohalim”-  2 “Ohels”
Lower and higher

Takeaway Question:
In relationships which is more destructive
Too much Chessed or too much Gevurah?

How do we balance both?


